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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR... Kathy Stuart
Driving through rural PEI is such a treat for the senses at this time of
year. I have been doing a lot of that lately to keep in touch with members
throughout the Province. This Fall newsletter is about “adding value”,
whether that means making high quality products from sustainable
forestry, or making long-term improvements to our woodlands that will
enable healthy livelihoods far into the future.
A road trip west in September to visit our Prince County Board members
resulted in Doug Millington’s feature story on Craig Wood Products in
Tyne Valley (p. 4). Heading east in mid-October, we received an article from Perry Jantzi that advocates
for selective cutting as a more sustainable way to add value to your woodlot (p. 7). Further along, we
explored Sid Watts’ Christmas tree farm and his developing Acadian forest, Tony Wallbank’s horse
logging farm in Dundas, and several Amish sawmills, all being potential fodder for future newsletters
and events.
Despite all the trials and tribulations of 2020, we are proud to report that adding value sustainably is
already ramping up in many PEI woodlots and forestry operations. There is much more to come!
If you have news and notes about your woodlot or about managing woodland in general,
you are invited to post stories, relevant articles and photos on our Facebook page or contact the editor at
peiwoodlotowners@gmail.com. Explore and bookmark our new website at www.peiwoa.ca.
--Kathy Stuart, Chair of the Board, PEIWOA

2020 Annual Symposium
About 40 members and guests attended PEIWOA’s
Annual Symposium for 2020 on October 3 at the
Royal Canadian Legion in Kensington, a goodly
number considering our allowed public health
limit of 50 during the pandemic. John Rowe, Past
President, chaired the event.
The symposium featured Ron Maynard, President
of the PEI Federation of Agriculture, giving a
concise overview of PEIFA programs for our
members. Kate MacQuarrie and Mike Montigny
from Forests, Fish and Wildlife explained the
exceptional Provincial mapping (LIDAR) activities
underway and answered members’ questions
about ongoing Forestry programs such as FEP.
Pat Binns and Dan Dupont then introduced their
evolving initiative to build a Sustainable Forestry
Alliance of private woodlot owners (like us) at a

large enough scale to enable the PEI forest
industry to tap into varied markets, including
high value forestry products sustainably
harvested. SFA’s overarching mode of operation
will prioritize sustainable harvesting, carbon
sequestration, long-term viability and diversity
within participating woodlots across the Island.
After lunch catered by the Kensington Legion
Women’s Auxiliary, the 2019 Woodlot Owner
of the Year Award was presented to Hazel
Robinson for her longstanding efforts to
independently develop and enhance her awardwinning woodlot in Albany, Prince County.
The final presentation of the day was by Connie
Zoeller, our website developer extraordinaire
who was contracted this summer to renovate
our website at www.peiwoa.ca.
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Woodlot Owner
of the Year Award (2019)
presented to Hazel Robinson
Albany, PEI

2020 Annual General Meeting
Following the Symposium, a quorum of voting members
remained for the AGM; minutes from the previous AGM on
27 April 2019 were approved and the Treasurer’s Report
accepted.
Kathy Stuart, President, chaired the meeting, noting that
members had been kept up-to-date on the business and
events of the organization through five quarterly
newsletters and direct communication through email.
During those eighteen months, fourteen Board meetings
were held, 4 of which were on Zoom due to COVID-19.
Going forward, and to increase networking, new
Committees will be struck to involve more members by
engaging their interests and motives for owning a woodlot.
For instance, it would be fun to create a committee for
Woodlot Wonder Women (WWW) to network woodlot
owners that happen to be female. Another committee
might research and report on climate change impacts that
concern them. Further details about a suggested list of
committees and the request for member participation will
be emailed to members in coming weeks.

Sid Watts, Secretary, presented proposed amendments to the Bylaws that were duly circulated to the
membership prior to the meeting. After thoughtful discussion, the proposed amendments passed,
creating a new category of non-voting membership that allows people over 18 who do not currently
own woodland property to become Associate members for the same fee as current Active (voting)
members. The Bylaws since inception have specified that Active members must own one or more
hectares of woodland. Another housekeeping amendment fixed Bylaw wording to be gender neutral.
John Rowe presented the Nominating Committee Report; three new Board members were elected to
fill vacancies with the departure of Sid Watts, Dan Dupont and John Rowe. These retiring Board
members were thanked for their outstanding service over the years. John Rowe remains as Ex-Officio
member to represent PEIWOA on the Canadian Federation of Forest Owners (CFFO) and PEIFA.
The Board is looking forward to an active year ahead as it develops Committee activities, woodlot
tours, quarterly newsletters, social media capacity and measured responses to political and economic
developments affecting woodlot owners and the environment.

PEIWOA BOARD MEMBERS (2020-21)
Kings County: John Keuper, James MacDonald, Jeanne Maki, Patrick Martens
Queens County: Jesse Argent, Thomas Baglole, Doug Millington, Kathy Stuart
Prince County: Bruce Craig, Matt McIver, John Arthur Ramsay, Elwin Sharpe
Ex Officio: John J. Rowe, Representative to CFFO and PEIFA
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Editor’s Note: We are very pleased that writer and musician Doug
Millington has joined the Board of PEIWOA. He is a retired teacher
(band) and broadcast journalist (Saskatchewan CBC) living in
Charlottetown. He owns two woodlots in Queens County.
For this newsletter, Doug has researched value-added wood products
made in PEI.

Spotlight on High-End Milling, Kiln-Drying and
Sustainability at Craig Wood Products by Doug Millington
The recent demise of Royalty Hardwoods in Kings County was a blow to the Island forest industry,
removing PEI’s largest supplier of kiln-dried, custom-milled wood products. After a period of dynamic
expansion, a change of ownership and an unsustainable debt-load, the well-known company was
brought to receivership and a recent auction of inventory and machinery.
While the potential for such a large-scale, retail operation remains in doubt, there is still demand for
custom saw-milling and kiln-drying on PEI, as is evident from a visit to Craig Wood Products on the
Northam Road near Tyne Valley in Prince County.

[Editor’s Note:
Bruce Craig is a founding
member of PEIWOA and
served as its first Chair
from 2012 to 2016. We
are very pleased that he
remains on the Board for
Prince County.]

Bruce (left) and Vernon
Craig, with their electricpowered Woodmizer
LT40 sawmill

Craig Wood Products grew out of the pre-existing construction-related companies owned by Bruce, Vernon
and Bill Craig. Based in Summerside and formed in 1984, the brothers’ business combination offered a mix of
new home construction, home renovation, cabinet making, and plumbing and heating services.
In 1998, in search of “more breathing room”, the siblings moved their operations to the Tyne Valley area,
setting up shop on the Northam Road where they purchased about 85 acres of their stepfather’s farm.
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The land had been in the family for several generations, at one time supporting an extensive and apparently
very profitable fox farming operation. When they renovated the old (1890) farmhouse, they found transaction
certificates dating from the 1930’s for as high as $45,000.
In 2005 the brothers combined their
businesses under one corporate roof,
becoming equal partners in a new
venture, Craig Wood Products. The
new company continued to offer its
original mix of construction, cabinet
making and plumbing services, with
an added focus on environmental
sustainability through such practices
as renewable harvesting.
In 2008 the company saw an
opportunity to expand into valueadded products through the
acquisition of high-end milling and
kiln-drying equipment. The
company can now offer kitchen
cabinets and islands, art frames,
custom furniture, trim and
mouldings, as well as beams and
supports, all using Island lumber
sustainably harvested, cut and dried
on site.
At right is kiln-dried wood not to
be wasted! Every piece is
carefully labelled and stored.

The Company’s commitment to sustainability is
reflected in day-to-day operations. Heat for the two
kilns plus radiant floor heating in all buildings is
powered by underground pipes connected to 2
boilers heated with waste wood from the various
milling and fabrication activities. With few
exceptions, the company exclusively makes use of
Island wood acquired through renewable harvesting
techniques.
Craig Wood Products is well positioned for growth,
with a customer base that includes builders,
homeowners and, increasingly, architects in search
of their high-end kiln-dried products, which the
company is capable of producing in large
quantities.
Vernon Craig sets the controls on a tool used to
sharpen a Woodmizer LT40 saw blade.
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Craig Wood Products... (cont’d)
With the recent demise of Royalty
Hardwoods, Craig Wood Products is
now the owner of PEI’s most
productive kiln operation. Its two
kilns can each accommodate up to
10,000 board feet at a time. The kilns
are completely computerized, with
wireless probe sensors inserted in the
drying wood to supply instant fan
control and readouts for moisture
content of air and wood.
Bruce Craig is unsure how much
room there is for expansion in PEI’s
saw milling and kiln drying capacity,
but as sustainable harvesting gains
ground and clear-cutting continues to
lose public and regulatory approval,
he sees real potential for growth in
the practice of horse-logging.
In fact, Bruce’s Company has been
actively searching for someone to do
horse-logging on their woodlot. He
recalls fondly earlier days of horseVernon is shown above in one of the loaded kilns. The wood will
logging with his grandfather when they
undergo a computer-controlled drying process for about 6 weeks.
would gather ten cords of wood in a
day. Perhaps one day, if they find their horse-logger, it will be “back to the future” for Craig Wood
Products, with at least some of their sawlog supply being hauled across snow-covered winter trails behind a
broad-backed workhorse en route to their own sawmill and kiln.
At left is Craig Wood Products’
fabrication shop. In the foreground is
a Weinig 6-head profile moulder for
transition moulding, crown moulding,
cove moulding...you name it!

For further information:
Craig Wood Products
992 Northam Rd,
P.O. Box 13
Tyne Valley PE C0B 2C0
info@peiconstruction.ca
902-831-2821
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Clear-Cutting vs. Selective Logging
As a newcomer to this beautiful Island, the
forestry potential has me excited. Historically the
Island produced valuable lumber for shipbuilding
such as red oak, white pine and hemlock. Today
these trees only remain as scattered pockets.
Why? I believe the answer lies largely in our
harvest system. Simply put, clear-cutting does not
favour these valuable species.
What are the benefits of clear-cutting? With our
low timber value and high cost of owning and
operating modern logging machines, it makes
economical sense to clear-cut only if we are
thinking, “paycheque/cash today—let tomorrow
look after itself”. IT’S BECAUSE WE CLEARCUT
OUR WOODLANDS THAT THEY ARE LOW
VALUE!!!
Let me explain. Our healthiest trees grow from
seed. Clear-cutting promotes new trees to grow
from stumps. A stump is a poor foundation for a
tree. As the stump rots away, it tends to leave a
rotten core in the centre of each branch growing
as a clump of branches out of the old stump. Clear
cutting promotes high density (high basal). Over
the years farmers have learned the proper seed
rate for various plants. If this rate is exceeded, the
plants are stressed and never reach their full
potential.
Woodlots are the same if the basal is too dense.
Clear-cutting favours the “pioneer species” that
like the full sun—pin cherry, poplars, balsam fir
and white birch. These species all grow fast, have
a short lifespan and are of low value. Because of
their fast growth, they out-compete more
valuable species such as Hard Maple, Red Oak,
White Pine and Hemlock with their slow growth
and longer lifespan. Thus, these higher value
trees never reach their full potential under a
clear-cut system. And if they don’t bear seed, they
will eventually die out.

by Perry Jantzi, Farmington, PEI

Your management style will help determine
the tree species in your woodlot. Your basal
will help determine the quality. If the basal is
high, your high value trees that do manage to
grow will have small crowns and slow growth.
With low basal, they will have large crowns
and will not self-prune, making large knots and
lower value logs.
I believe around 40% of the tree height should
be crown. Different species prefer different
basal. Is the species shade-tolerant or not?
Selective harvesting should be based on “the
worst first”: trees that are low quality, stressed,
or even trees that have reached their full
potential and will decline before the next
cutting. Always keep basal in mind when
marking trees for removal. Cutting cycles will
vary depending on your woodlot. The “perfect
tree” should be left for a seed source as long as
possible. As you would keep your best
livestock for reproduction, trees are no
different.
Don’t forget to enjoy your woods, and before
your next harvest, please consider selective
harvesting. Your children will thank you.
—Perry Jantzi (902)-687-3839

Editor’s Note: We appreciate very much when
members provide articles or letters to the Editor
throughout the year. We plan to publish the
next issue (Winter) early in 2021.
You may send your material to the editor at
peiwoodlotowners@gmail.com or through any
member or Board member who can forward it
to us on your behalf.
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CFFO (Canadian Federation of Forest Owners) by John J. Rowe
While only 6% of Canada’s
forests are privately owned,
one-tenth
of the
timber
harvested
in Canada
comes
from
private
lands,
contributing $7 billion to GDP
and providing 70,000 jobs.
CFFO now represents over
400,000 owners within the full
variety of size and type across
the country.

The newly created CFFO that I
attend on behalf of PEIWOA
represents the vast majority of
owners of the 21 million
hectares of private forest land
in Canada. These are some
areas of concern as CFFO
approaches various federal
government departments.
Key issues at the Department
of Finance include support for
a Silviculture and Tree
Planting program on private
land and a Silviculture Savings
and Investment Program that
will allow forest owners to
defer income and invest in
longer-term forest
management.

Key issues of concern at
Department of Environment &
Climate Change include:
- Pan-Canadian Approach to
species-at- risk conservation;
- Priority sectors, Priority places;
- Forest Certification and
Conservation Agreements;
- Migratory Birds Convention Act;
- ECCC protected areas targets;
- Clean Fuel Standard.
Issues of concern at DFO include
implementation of the new
Fisheries Act and development of
regulations and Codes of Practice,
and the Engagement Plan as
proposed by the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans.
Other projects are underway also.

Membership Application
Please include your current mailing address, e-mail address and phone number so you don’t miss out on
any of our communications. Or you may apply online at www.peiwoa.ca.
Please tell us the County where your woodlot is located to become an Active (voting) member. Associate
(non-voting) members pay the same rates but are not required to own a woodlot.
2020-21 Membership Rates
One-year PEIWOA membership, ending March 31, 2021 …..................................… $ 25.00
Two-year membership, ending March 31, 2022 ....………....…..............................…… 40.00
50% discounted rate for members of PEIFA or NFU, ending March 31, 2022 ………. 20.00
If you wish to join as a new member, or simply to renew if your current membership has expired, please do
so now by Interac e-transfer to peiwoodlotowners@gmail.com .
If you prefer, mail your cheque and above information to: PEI Woodlot Owners Association
81 Prince Street, Charlottetown PE C1A 4R3
The PEI Woodlot Owners Association, through its Board of Directors, represents your interests and seeks
resources for you to manage your woodlot sustainably. PEIWOA’s goals are aligned with education,
sustainability and promotion of locally produced, value-added forest products and services.
Your continued support as a member of the Association and patron of PEI businesses and services will
enable PEIWOA to grow and move forward.
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