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If you own land or a woodlot in PEI of at least one hectare,
we strongly encourage you to become a member of the PEI
Woodlot Owners Association (PEIWOA).
Forestry workers, watershed group members, citizen
scientists and anyone who enjoys spending time outdoors
for whatever reason will also benefit from our advocacy
and public education programs on behalf of our precious
woodlands.
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Message from the Chair
It is gratifying to have much to write about in this Fall 2019 edition
of the PEI Woodlot Owners Association newsletter.
Your Board held productive meetings in Charlottetown in May, July
and August, and in Summerside in October. In late June, our public
seminar on forest bird habitat and tick management attracted a
good crowd to the Farm Centre.
July and August were especially busy for us as a volunteer Board. We validated the membership
database and produced a colourful Summer newsletter that was emailed to 55 paid-up members. We
also posted it to those few who don’t use email. A very small supply of paper copies is still available on
demand; it will also be uploaded to the PEIWOA website in due course.
In September, PEIWOA members were treated to a comprehensive tour of the Province’s J. Frank
Gaudet Tree Nursery in Charlottetown, expertly delivered at our request by staff at PEI Department of
Forestry on Upton Road. Given the cold, wet weather and competing events across town at PEIFA, we
were very pleased to have at least ten members present.
John Rowe continues to represent PEIWOA at meetings of the PEI Federation of Agriculture (PEIFA) and
participates in conference calls of the Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners (CFWO). He reports that
the Peter deMarsh Memorial Scholarship Fund campaign led by CFWO (among others) has already raised
$17,000. This Fund will eventually support graduate students who conduct research in rural community
development, such as the role of woodlot owners in solving issues relating to equality, opportunity and
sustainability. You can find more details in our previous newsletter.
We are proud to include articles shared by two of our enterprising Prince County Board members, Bruce
Craig on his brown bat colony, and Elwin Sharpe on buying the perfect trailer for his woodlot. We are
also pleased to follow up from the AGM on Dr. Josh MacFadyen’s research on woodlot owner values.
The support of each PEI woodlot owner is highly valued. With committed volunteers, PEIWOA has
demonstrated it can accomplish much on this Island where the sustainability of woodland and its added
value for future generations is paramount. All links with PEIWOA members and the public through your
Board members, print media, newsletters, our website w ww .peiw oa.ca or our Facebook page are
deemed important. Your membership counts.
Please take this opportunity to encourage others to sign up as members using the form on the back
page or equivalent. Send your woodlot-related ideas, news, articles, photos and creative proposals for
the next issue to our Editors through the PEIWOA medium of your choice.
Kathy Stuart
Chair of the Board, PEIWOA
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Networking across borders (NAB) - October 1-2, 2019
Networking Across Borders’ (NAB) is an informal forum for government agencies, academics, NGOs and
individuals interested in education and awareness programs and services for private forest owners in this
region. The forum was originally conceived as a face-to-face meeting each calendar year to share information
and resources that support healthy, managed forests. Participants have been coming together for NAB for
many years from each of the Maritimes and a few neighbouring US states.
It was PEI’s turn to host NAB this year, as
representatives from Maine, New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia met in Charlottetown at their own
expense on October 1-2, hosted by PEI Dept. of
Forestry. PEIWOA was invited to send one or two
representatives who would report back to the
membership. James MacDonald and Kathy Stuart
participated in the woodlot tours while Sid Watts
attended the forum on the following day, all
finding it very worthwhile.
Tour day, Oct 1, dawned cloudy but pleasant, not
long after windstorm Dorian. That afternoon we
enjoyed well-organized, informative tours led by
Ken Mayhew, other Forestry staff and several
property owners. The first property in Millview
demonstrated that marginal land planted with trees
can capture and store carbon while reducing other
environmental impacts.

At the last site of the day on a beach in Earnscliffe,
a paleontologist showed us fossil evidence of life
on PEI about 250 million years ago. We viewed
the original means of capturing carbon in our
prehistory!
The informal NAB meetings took place the next
day, with Sid Watts representing PEIWOA. Some
ideas shared at the forum include Maine’s
involvement with 4H and youth programs at the
University of Maine such as "Non-Timber Forest
Products" and “Money Can Grow on Trees”.
Youth entrepreneur projects include making and
selling weather sticks and swags at Christmas.

In Alberry Plains, a land owner/educator
discussed his approaches to restoring forest health
and diversity. Next, in Vernon River we viewed
Wildlife & Harvest Block Size Trials in a scientific
study of the impacts/influences on selected
wildlife species of a two ha vs. a four ha cut block.

Simon Mutabazi from NS Forestry will host the
Non-Timber Forest Products Directory website for
one more year (after which it may end). NS Lands
and Forests offers a comprehensive Home Study
Program in Woodlot Management and has
recently published two great new field guides: 1)
Forest Biodiversity Stewardship and 2) Pests of the
Acadian Forest. (www.novascotia.ca/natr). Other
topics that came up include Carbon Storage/
Carbon Credits. PEI is interested in producing a
sawmill list and PEIWOA will take a lead on this.
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Editor’s Note: At our AGM Symposium last April, Dr. Joshua MacFadyen, Associate Professor and Canada Research
Chair in Applied Communication, Leadership and Culture (ACLC) at UPEI, spoke about his research on land use change
on PEI since the Development Plan in the early 1970s. Here is more information about the project and how you can
become involved in it.

Woodlot Owner
Values:
The “Back 50”
Project
Landscape View, Postcards Collection, PEI
Museum and Heritage Foundation, Item
3A1268

The “Back 50” Project is an interactive mapping survey
about agricultural land use change on PEI over the past
50 years. This survey is being run as a part of ACLC
4910, a course at the University of Prince Edward
Island. The researchers are interested in how members
of the agricultural community value land that is
important to them and how they have seen this land
change over time.

be asked to answer basic demographic questions, and
then they will map out land of importance to them.
They will be asked to describe how land use changed
on this land by comparing a current map with a
historical map from 1968 and a map from 2000. Then,
they will be asked to describe why they think land use
changed and whether they observed any effects of these
changes. The survey should take 45 minutes to an hour.

At this point, the survey is focused on agricultural land
users, but woodlot owners are also very welcome to
participate! To be eligible to participate, you must be at
least 18 years of age, and have a connection to a
particular area of land on PEI. We encourage both men
and women of all ages over 18 to participate.

Participants in the survey will also be asked whether
they would like to be contacted for a short follow-up
phone call. Participants will only be contacted by
phone if the researchers would like to clarify some of
their responses.

If you are interested in participating, please sign up at
the following link:
http://projects.upei.ca/geolab/back50/
We will send you the survey when it is launched in
mid- to late-November. Participants in the survey will

If you have any questions or concerns, you are
welcome to contact the primary researchers.
Please contact Alexandra Neumann
(aneumann@upei.ca/902-620-5127) or Dr. Joshua

MacFadyen (jdmacfadyen@upei.ca/902-620-5142)
at the University of Prince Edward Island.
Thank you for your interest in this study!
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Tour of the J. Frank Gaudet Tree Nursery
This past September the
Chair of PEIWOA and Ken
Mayhew of the Department
of Forestry arranged a tour
for our members at the
provincial J. Frank Gaudet
Tree Nursery located on
Upton Road, Charlottetown.

We thank Mary Phelan and Scott
MacDonald for their excellent presentations on how the nursery operates and ways to access programs that are
available for woodlot owners through the PEI Department of Forestry.

For more information on the tree nursery and services for landowners, contact
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-water-and-climate-change/jfrank-gaudet-tree-nursery-services or call 902-368-6450.
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Editor’s Note:
Bruce Craig is a founding member of the PEI Woodlot Owners Association and remains a Board member for Prince
County. He is President and one of the owners of Craig Construction & Cabinet Making Ltd., Craig Wood Products Ltd.
and Craig Plumbing & Heating. For more information, contact Bruce at (902) 888-7740.

Bruce’s Bats: how I grew my Brown Bat Colony
By Bruce Craig
Years ago I started by doing some research on
bats, what they like, what conditions are best, etc.
In 1986 I built my first bat house when I lived on
Dekker Road, which is in Sherbrooke PEI, just
outside of Summerside. My shop used to be
behind my house so I designed a bat house for it
based on my research; I made the house out of
white cedar, which will last a long time and has a
natural aroma.

born until later in August.
We were contacted by email by a person from a
Halifax university who was doing her doctorate on
the endangered species bats and asked our
permission for her to come to our property in 2019
in order to capture and measure the bats. We said
yes and she was there with people from UPEI until
2:30 a.m. doing her research.

It all began with a conversation at a council
meeting with a neighbour. When I was talking
to her she said that she used to get bats in her
house, then a few days later she called and said
she had another bat in her house. So I told her
to get a damp towel to cover it, then I came and
picked the bat up. When I got home I locked it
in the bat house for a few days so it would be a
bit weak and very hungry so it would feed and
stay, and it worked.
A few weeks later the same lady called me
again and I got another bat, which made two
bats, and watched my colony grow. When I
built another new home in Arlington (which is
five kilometers outside of Tyne Valley), in 19971998 I moved my colony with me. I put up
some more bat houses, five in total. Our
neighbour tore down his barn, which housed
lots of bats, and they came to our bat houses.
After a few years we tried to count the bats at night
and had about 250. Then the white nose syndrome
happened and our colony was almost wiped out. I
saw a notice in the paper from UPEI: they wanted
people to contact them who had bat populations
on their property so they could sit outside and
count the bats. In 2018 when three researchers
came out and counted in July, they counted 33
adult bats. They said the baby bats wouldn’t be

I have added a new house this year to give me six
bat houses; I also make and sell them with bat
dung in order to attract new bats.
Fact: a brown bat eats its body weight per day of
mosquitoes and bugs and is a natural pest
control. It is now listed as an endangered species
due to white nose syndrome.
Bat Week officially began on October 24, 2019.
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Editor’s Note:
Elwin Sharpe from Kensington is the newest member on the PEIWOA Board of Directors as of April 2019.

“I went to buy a trailer for my woodlot—wait, there’s more!”
At a recent Board meeting, Elwin Sharpe
described to us how, over the years, he has become
more involved in wood management on his own
properties. Whether it is cutting firewood for sale,
thinning overgrown areas or milling lumber, he
really enjoys being in the woods and working with
wood.

Sharpening his pencil, Elwin decided to take the
risk and bought a whole container load of them—
and the container as well!

It didn’t take Elwin long to realize he needed a
compact logging trailer for his own woodlot that
he could haul with an ATV or compact tractor.
Being picky, he researched what was available in
North America and found that the best one to suit
his needs at the right price and quality was only
available in China.
Fine, he was ready to wait, but importing a trailer
all the way from China would also involve
bringing it to PEI from Halifax in a container that
would have to be returned there at significant
expense.
Elwin knew that other woodlot owners could
benefit from the same trailer model, as it would be
perfect for PEI conditions. He thought how useful
it would be in woodlots where Hurricane Dorian
had left an awful mess. Or it would be suitable if
you just enjoy a day in the woods cutting trails or
firewood.

These compact trailers are quality built and
galvanized for years of service. Elwin and his
company Sharpe Construction Ltd. will be
receiving their first shipment of these logging
trailers in late December.
If you would like one for your woodlot and want
to find out more details, call 902-836-5025 (office)
or 902-439-7274 (cell).

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Information for PEI Woodlot Owners Association:
www.peiwoa.ca
Facebook: PEI Woodlot Owners Association
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Membership Application
The PEIWOA Board continues to represent your interests and seeks resources for you to manage your
woodlot sustainably. PEIWOA’s goals remain aligned with education, sustainability and service to industry.
Your continued support will enable PEIWOA to grow and move forward.
Please encourage other woodlot owners to join so we can help even more people add value to woodlands and
forest products.
Membership Rates:
One-year PEIWOA membership, April 2019 to March 31, 2020 …… $ 25.00
Two-year membership, April 2019 to March 31, 2021 …………………

40.00

50% discounted rate for members of PEIFA or NFU,
April 2019 to March 31, 2021 …………..…….

20.00

If you wish to join as a new member, or simply to renew if your current membership has expired, please do
so now by cheque or credit card. Interac e-transfer can be arranged.
Be sure to include your current mailing address, email address and phone number.
Send your cheque to: PEI Woodlot Owners Association
81 Prince Street
Charlottetown PE C1A 4R3

✄ ==== Please fill out this form (or equivalent) and send along with your payment ======
NAME: ______________________________________________________________________

MAILING ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________

E-MAIL ______________________________________ PHONE: _______________________
My woodlot(s) is in: ( ) Kings County
PAYMENT: ( ) 1 YEAR $25;

( ) Queens County

( ) 2 YEAR $40;

( ) Prince County

( ) 2 YEAR PEIFA/NFU $20

(Office Use only: REC’D ________________ RECEIPT ISSUED________________ MEMSHIP CARD SENT______________)
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