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If you own a woodlot in PEI of at least one
hectare, we strongly encourage you to become a
member of the PEI Woodlot Owners Association
(PEIWOA).
Forestry workers, watershed group members,
citizen scientists and anyone who enjoys
spending time outdoors for whatever reason
will also benefit from our advocacy and public
education programs on behalf of our precious
woodlands.
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Message from the
Chair
This edition of the PEI Woodlot Owners
Association newsletter marks the start of a
transition period of sorts for our non-profit
volunteer organization. We owe an enormous debt
of gratitude to founding member John J. Rowe
who has stepped down as Chair after several 2-year
terms; he has also filled other roles on the
Executive since early days in 2012. We are very
fortunate that John will remain on the Board for the
foreseeable future to guide us in strategic issues.
PEIWOA’s goals remain aligned with education,
sustainability and service to industry.

Annual General Meeting On April 27 at this year’s AGM in Milton Community Hall, two vacancies on the Board were
filled, rounding out the full complement of representatives from each County. The new slate of
officers for 2019-20 includes Kathy Stuart as Chair, John Rowe as Past Chair, Dan Dupont as ViceChair, Sid Watts as Secretary and John Keuper as Treasurer, all returning to the Board. James
MacDonald will take a well-deserved break as Newsletter Editor and Membership Coordinator;
Jesse Argent becomes Webmaster; Matt McIver will handle Membership and Patrick Martens is
our Facebook guru. We also thank Bruce Craig, John Arthur Ramsay and Elwin Sharpe for
volunteering their time and effort as members of the Board with specific knowledge and deep
experience in the forest industry side of PEIWOA.

Meetings and Collaborations –
During the Association year beginning in April 2018, your Board held 6-7 meetings
alternating between Charlottetown and Summerside. We also sent a representative to meetings
of the PEI Federation of Agriculture (PEIFA) where we have a seat on its Board and access to
some administrative support and other services. Chair John Rowe also participated in regular
monthly conference calls of the Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners (CFWO).
Last fall on November 20, 2018, PEIWOA organized a well-attended talk for members and
the public at UPEI in collaboration with the Climate Research Lab. Dutch expert Gert-Jan Nabuurs
spoke on “Sustainable Forestry Practices for PEI: Compatible Ideas from Europe”. On June 21,
2019, we held a well-attended event at the Farm Centre with Dr. Greg German advising on how
to protect against tick bites; Julie-Lynn Zahavich showed us how to enhance forest bird habitat.
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Message from the Chair, continued
Annual Symposium
This year’s Annual Symposium was held at Milton Hall on April 27, just prior to our
2019 AGM in the afternoon. We were honoured in the morning with a heartfelt welcome
expressed by Senator Brian Francis. Kate MacQuarrie, Director of Forests, Fish & Wildlife
with the Province addressed the state of PEI Forests 2019. Dr. Josh MacFadyen, Canada
Research Chair in Geospatial Humanities at UPEI, gave a wide-ranging analysis of the
environmental history of PEI woodlots and wood products, and invited members to
participate in his latest research on woodlot owner values. Following that, Jody Hamper of
Savoie Lumber in NS and NB presented an overview of forest product markets in the
Maritimes. The last speaker, Rosemary Curley of Nature PEI, spoke on the extirpation of
PEI’s large wild animals over time.

Woodlot Owner of the Yea r Award
The Symposium ended with
conversation over lunch and
presentation of the inaugural PEI
Woodlot Owner of the Year Award
to Bill and Norma Enman of Vernon.
This award for 2018 would normally
have been presented earlier in the
year at the Winter Woodlot Tour that
was cancelled. The Enmans also
received a large outdoor sign for
their property to commemorate their
award-winning stewardship.

A surprised Bill Enman (l) receives his
Honourary Award from Chairman John Rowe
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Newsletters and Ex hibits Since January 2018, PEIWOA has produced five newsletters plus this one, thanks to our
dedicated volunteers and members at large. The July 2018 issue contains Jean Maki’s inspiring
write-up of her experience with her own woodlot. There is also a detailed overview of nut tree
production at Havenloft Tree Nursery and a summary of forestry sector development initiatives
in Eastern PEI. In the November 2018 issue, Sid Watts documents how he and a couple of
other PEIWOA members hosted a tour by a group of forest lovers from Taiwan in several
woodlots in Kings County. Also featured is Dan Dupont’s article on the joys of self-employment
in forest management, as reprinted from Employment Journey PEI.
In the April 2019 issue, John Rowe gives an account on presenting to PEI’s Members of
Parliament three areas of concern to woodlot owners in the Atlantic region in view of softwood
lumber negotiations. The same issue describes requirements of our chainsaw courses and
includes a write-up on the Edible Tree Canada program for community groups; it also contains a
book review of Wohlleben’s “Hidden Life of Trees” and regional industry outlook statistics.
Again this year, PEIWOA volunteers prepared exhibits for the annual Winter Woodlot
Tour that was subsequently cancelled due to lingering ice conditions.

Chainsaw Courses In early January, Jesse Argent resigned from the Board to take on the position of
Coordinator for 2019 PEIWOA Chainsaw Courses in collaboration with Skills PEI. Intensive fiveday courses with both classroom and woodlot components were held in March and April, taught
by forester George Coade to sixteen young trainees who received industry standard silviculture
certification and safety gear at four locations across PEI. In April Jesse also organized three oneday Weekend Woodsman Courses, one in each County, for about fifty or more men and women.
Dept. of Forestry personnel put on these courses for woodlot owners with an emphasis on
safety.

Going Forward The support of each PEI woodlot owner is highly valued. With committed volunteers,
PEIWOA has demonstrated it can accomplish much on this Island where the sustainability of
woodland and its added value for future generations is paramount. All links with PEIWOA
members and the public through your Board members, print media, newsletters, our website
www.peiwoa.ca or our Facebook page are deemed important. Your membership counts.
Please take this opportunity to encourage others to sign up as members and send your
woodlot-related news, articles, photos and advertisements for the next issue to our Editors
through the PEIWOA medium of your choice.
Kathy Stuart
Chair of the Board, PEIWOA
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A Champion for Forest-Dependent Communities
Forest-dependent communities in Canada and around the world lost a champion on March
10, 2019, when an Ethiopian Airlines plane crashed shortly after takeoff, killing all 157
aboard. Peter deMarsh was flying to a conference in Nairobi on his way to a United Nations
conference on family-owned forests and climate change.
As Chair of the International Family Forestry Alliance, he worked on behalf of more than 25
million family forest owners worldwide. Peter was also President of the Canadian Federation
of Woodlot Owners.
Peter lived in the small community of Taymouth, New Brunswick, where he was a beacon of
sustainability celebrated for starting a local recycling program and also for striding the world
stage on behalf of sustainable forestry and rural
development. Famous for bringing his dusty hiking
boots wherever he went, he left a global footprint.

“Peter deMarsh was devoted to supporting family forestry
all around the world. He stood up for moral and human
principles. He couldn’t stand human exploitation
wherever it occurred. His fighting spirit for values was
outstanding. Peter was an exceptional human being, a
mentor and friend beloved by his colleagues.” — Lennart
Ackzell, Board Member, International Family Forest Alliance

“A proud New Brunswicker, Peter will be fondly remembered for
his work with the Taymouth Community Association and the
International Family Forestry Alliance.” —The Honourable
Blaine Higgs, Premier of New Brunswick
“New Brunswick victim of Ethiopia crash remembered for
sticking up for ‘little guy’.” —CBC News
“Walking in the woods with Peter was an experience in itself.
Peter was the living epitome of stewardship.”
—Bob Austman, Board Member, Woodlot Association of Manitoba
“Strongly believing that the tens of millions of woodlot owners around the world all share a similar reality and
experiences, Peter worked all his life to convince them to act collectively in organizations to promote their interests
and share learnings.” —Marc-André Côté, Executive director, Quebec Federation of Forest Owners
“It is no surprise that Peter’s last flight was on his way to Nairobi to a conference on climate change. Peter was a
big thinker and everyone in New Brunswick would have been proud that he was our spokesman on the world
stage on such an immediate and determining issue.”
—Joe O’Neill, Vice-President, Woodlands Division Repap Resources Group (retired)
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The death of Peter deMarsh in the plane crash of Ethiopian Airlines on March 10 created a
strong feeling of sadness among the forest community in Canada and around the world. Peter
deMarsh was president of the Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners and the Chairman of
the International Alliance of family forestry. He had a long career to highlight the role of
forest owners in solving local, national and international issues.
To celebrate Peter’s legacy and support his passionate advocacy on behalf of forests and rural
development, the Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners, the International Family
Forest Alliance and UPA Développement international are establishing the annual Peter
deMarsh Memorial Award. Join us as we work to support the next generation of students and
rural community organizations who embody Peter’s spirit and commitment to rural
development and environmental sustainability. With enough support, we hope to provide
two channels to celebrate Peter’s legacy and continue his important work:
• Bursaries for eligible Canadian or international graduate students who are conducting research in
a Canadian University on rural community development, woodlot owners’ associations or the
role of woodlot owners in helping to solve pressing local, national and international issues
relating to equality, opportunity and sustainability.
• Financial support to give a voice to representatives of grassroots community organizations in
Canada and internationally seeking financial support to attend an international conference
on developing rural communities through forestry. For organizations, a minimum donation
of $5,000 is suggested to meet our endowment target of $100,000. Individuals are also
encouraged to donate.

The Peter deMarsh Memorial Award
If you are interested in making a contribution to the Peter deMarsh Memorial Education Award,
three options are possible:
1.

Make a payment through GoFundMe.com by searching for “Peter deMarsh”

2.

Send a cheque, payable to the Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners

3.

Send a cheque, payable to UPA-Développement international, if you wish to receive a receipt
for your tax return

Cheque can be mailed to:
Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners, 555 Boulevard Roland-Therrien Longueuil, Québec,
Canada J4H 4E7
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Public Consultation on National Building Code Act & Regulations Members are invited to contact PEIWOA by August 16 if you wish to comment or have
any issues raised by your Board as part of its submission to the Province’s public
consultations to be completed by early September. For instance, concerns have been
expressed about negative impacts on local sawmills from reduced markets for high value
lumber sourced locally if there is no support for a certified grading facility within the
province. For more information, contact John Rowe at 902-940-1933 or
rowe@pei.sympatico.ca.
To view the consultation questionnaire, go to the following website:
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/service/building-codes-act-regulationsconsultation

PEIWOA Event held June 26, 2019
Since 2017, Island Nature Trust has been studying woodland bird communities using their forested
natural areas across PEI, with a focus on forest-nesting species at risk, the Canada Warbler and the
Olive-sided Flycatcher.
Julie-Lynn Zahavich, Island Nature Trust’s Stewardship Coordinator, shared some interesting results
from this ongoing project and provided some tips for woodlot owners who want to protect and
enhance habitat for forest-nesting birds.
PEI is currently considered a low risk area for Lyme disease, but if you
did find a tick attached to you, would you know what to do?
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Dr. Greg German, Infectious Disease Physician for the Province,
talked about tick collection procedures and the simple precautions
everyone should take to avoid being bitten when you spend time
outdoors.
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Contact Information for PEI Woodlot Owners Association:
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To Woodlot Owners:
The PEIWOA Board continues to represent your interests to Government and Industry to
add resources for you to manage your woodlots. Your continued support will enable
PEIWOA to grow and move forward.
Please encourage other woodlot owners to join so we can help even more people to add value
to their woodlands.
Rates:
One-year PEIWOA membership, April 2019 to March 31, 2020 …… $ 25.00
Two-year membership, April 2019 to March 31, 2021 ………………… 40.00
50% discounted rate for members of PEIFA or NFU,
April 2019 to March 31, 2021 …………..……. 20.00
If you wish to join as a new member, or simply to renew if your current membership has
expired, please do so now by cheque, credit card or Interac e-transfer. Be sure to include
your current mailing address, email address and phone number.
You may send your cheque to: PEI Woodlot Owners Association
81 Prince Street
Charlottetown PE
C1A 4R3

✄ =========================================================
NAME: ______________________________________________________________________

MAILING ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________

E-MAIL ______________________________________ PHONE:_______________________
My woodlot(s) is in: ( ) Kings County
PAYMENT: ( ) 1 YEAR $25;

( ) Queens County

( ) 2 YEAR $40;

( ) Prince County

( ) 2 YEAR PEIFA/NFU $20

(Office Use only: REC’D ________________ RECEIPT ISSUED________________ MEMSHIP CARD SENT______________)
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