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MESSAGE	FROM	THE	CHAIR...		
Our	Spring	newsletter,	distributed	in	April,	focused	on	
“Resilience”	in	response	to	the	adverse	events	and	economic	
difficulties	in	the	forestry	sector	in	2019-20.	If	you	recall,	John	
Keuper	advised	woodlot	owners	to	focus	on	forest	improvement	
in	a	downturn.	This	sage	advice	remains	very	relevant	in	these	
turbulent	times.	Under	COVID-19,	people	are	generally	unwilling	
to	travel	far	from	home,	wanting	to	spend	more	active	time	out	
of	doors.	The	theme	“Seeds	of	Change”	hints	that	new	ways	can	
be	found	in	your	own	“back	40”.	Here	are	some	local	stories	of	
planting	and	new	growth,	both	in	our	forests	and	in	our	lives.		

PEIWOA	BOARD	MEMBERS	

If	you	are	subscribed	to	the	Atlantic	Forestry	Review	(AFR),	in	the	latest	issue	you	may	have	read	
about	Les	Corkum	of	Falmouth,	Nova	Scotia.	He	was	in	the	first	graduating	class	of	the	Maritime	
Forest	Ranger	School	in	1948	and	recently	passed	away	at	the	age	of	97.		His	friend	Bernie	LeBlanc	
describes	how	Les	was	larger	than	life,	always	experimenting	with	new	trees	in	his	arboretum,	
especially	growing,	planting	and	giving	others	his	prized	American	chestnut	trees.			

Corkum	was	not	alone	in	cataloguing	and	growing	remnants	of	the	Acadian	forest.	On	PEI,	our	
similarly	prized	species	is	the	Red	Oak,	our	official	Provincial	tree.	In	this	issue,	we	have	two	
articles	that	highlight	not	just	these	magnificent	trees	and	their	offspring	(acorns)	but	also	the	
people	who	nurture	them.	First,	Lenore	Andrew	describes	her	experience	finding,	planting	and	
distributing	red	oak	seedlings	to	friends	and	landowners	throughout	eastern	PEI.	In	the	next	
article,	Doug	Millington	tells	us	about	the	amazing	oak	plantation	of	Dr.	Jean-Yves	DuBois	in	
Bonshaw.		On	pages	4-6,	Doug	documents	for	us	some	lessons	on	how	to	plant	and	protect	red	
oaks,	all	the	way	from	acorn	to	woodlot,	that	he	learned	from	its	owner	extraordinaire.		

When	it	comes	to	“seeds	of	change”	in	our	lives,	we	shine	the	spotlight	upon	a	young	forester	who	
is	blazing	his	own	trail	as	an	entrepreneur	in	sustainable	forest	management.	I	caught	up	with	this	
very	busy	guy,	Matt	McIver,	earlier	in	the	week.	The	results	of	our	interview	are	on	page	7.	

If	you	have	news	and	notes	about	your	woodlot	or	about	managing	woodland	in	general,		
you	are	invited	to	post	stories,	relevant	articles	and	photos	on	our	Facebook	page	or	contact	the	
editor	at	peiwoodlotowners@gmail.com.	The	next	newsletter	will	be	produced	in	October.														

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 --Kathy	Stuart,	Chair	of	the	Board,	PEIWOA								

										 Kings	County:		Dan	Dupont,	John	Keuper,	Patrick	Martens,	Sid	Watts	

										 Queens	County:		Jesse	Argent,	James	MacDonald,	John	J.	Rowe,	Kathy	Stuart	

										 Prince	County:		Bruce	Craig,	Matt	McIver,	John	Arthur	Ramsay,	Elwin	Sharpe	
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One	early	spring	day	in	the	
late	1980s	my	young	
daughter	and	I	explored	
Royalty	Oaks	on	our	way	to	
visit	grandparents.	I	noticed	
a	few	Red	Oak	acorns,	not	
used	by	wildlife,	were	

beginning	to	sprout.	A	‘find	and	pick’	game	ensued.	We	brought	
the	treasures	home	to	Milltown	Cross	where	they	were	potted	
and	grown	into	small	trees.	To	diversify	our	property	and	to	
spread	the	Red	Oak,	those	small	trees	were	then	planted	in	our	
yard	and	woods.	As	well,	some	were	shared	with	friends	in	other	
parts	of	Kings	and	Queens	counties.		

It	soon	became	apparent	that	our	time	spent	growing	and	
planting	these	young	trees	was	really	time	spent	providing	a	
food	source	for	hares	in	winter!	The	buds	were	being	snipped	
off.	As	the	small	trees	produced	sprouts	to	replace	the	injured	
ones,	my	husband	and	I	decided	to	invest	in	plastic	spiral	tree	
wraps.	As	necessary	they	were	cut	to	fit	the	tree	height.	Yes,	
sometimes	hares	can	chew	and	pull	those	wraps	to	reach	the	
tender	buds	and	bark,	but	for	the	most	part,	the	wraps	work.	As	
the	trees	grew	they	were	wrapped	up	to	three	feet	or	more	but	
in	the	year	of	the	‘big	snow’	many	of	the	trees	were	being	eaten	
above	that	level.	Travelling	on	snowshoes	we	added	more	
wrapping	to	save	what	we	could.	

For	some	years	now	those	original	oak	trees	have	been	
producing	acorns.	A	good	crop	of	acorns	can	disappear	so	very	
quickly	as	the	birds	and	squirrels	make	fast	work	of	harvesting	
them.	Sometimes	while	wandering	through	our	woods	we	find	
some	oak	trees	growing	where	we	had	not	planted	any.	Flagging	
them	for	protection	in	the	fall	may	insure	their	survival.	Now	I	
attentively	watch	the	progress	of	the	acorn	crop	and	manage	to	
collect	some	each	year	for	propagation,	while	sharing	the	rest	
with	wildlife.	From	those	original	acorns	harvested	in	Royalty	
Oaks	many	years	ago,	as	well	as	those	collected	from	other	areas	
over	the	years,	in	a	small	way,	I	have	harvested,	potted,	shared,	
planted	and	protected	lots	of	Red	Oak	trees.	

ADVENTURES	WITH	ACORNS				
by	Lenore	Andrew	
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The	PEI	Woodlot	Owners	
Association	values	your	
continued	support	
through	your	
membership	and	
volunteer	activities.		

Please	encourage	others	
to	join	so	we	can	help	
even	more	people	add	
value	to	woodlands,	
conserve	wildlife	habitat	
and	create	superior	
quality	forest	products.	

PEIWOA	Contact	
Information:	

Mailing	Address:		
81	Prince	St.	
Charlottetown	PE		
C1A	4R3	

Facebook:		PEI	Woodlot	
Owners	Association	

Website:		www.peiwoa.ca	
(under	development)	
	

	

These	will	continue	to	provide	
food	for	wildlife	and	enhance	
the	diversity	of	species	in	
yards	and	woodlots	on	PEI.																						

	 										–Lenore	Andrew	
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Those	of	us	who	have	tried	our	hand	at	raising	red	
oak	in	a	woodland	setting	on	PEI	can	attest	to	the	
difficulty	of	the	task.		Oak	seedlings	are	the	crack	
cocaine	of	certain	Island	woodland	fauna.	Tender	
stems	are	happily	browsed	to	the	ground	by	
voracious	rabbits.		Surviving	sturdy	stems	are	
stripped	bare	by	mice.	As	well,	frequent	drought	
conditions	in	August	often	finish	off	any	young	
plants	that	have	survived	predation.		

So,	how	has	Jean-Yves	managed	to	secure	the	
survival	and	steady	growth	of	four	thousand	red	
oak,	with	hundreds	more	being	successfully	added	
to	that	total	every	year?	His	tree-growing	success	is	
a	result	of	knowledge	of	tree	biology,	careful	soil	
and	woodland	preparation	and	a	willingness	to	
engage	in	hard	physical	labour.		The	following	is	a	
brief	overview	of	how	the	system	works,	from	
acorn	to	woodlot.	

Germination	
Acorns	from	the	Royalty	Oaks	Natural	Area	in	
Charlottetown	are	collected	in	the	fall,	planted	in	
open	wooden	boxes,	protected	from	squirrels	by	
screens	and	buried	in	garden	beds	at	a	depth	of	
about	one	foot.	Also	in	the	fall	Jean-Yves	prepares	
nursery	beds	to	which	the	acorns	will	be	moved	
early	in	the	following	spring	before	taproots	can	
lengthen	uncontrollably.		

The	nursery	beds	consist	of	a	raised	area	
constructed	over	well-cultivated	soil,	so	that	the	
total	cultivated	soil	depth	is	two	feet.	Deep	
cultivation	is	crucial	in	protecting	the	oaks’	quick-
growing	taproots	during	final	transplantation	to	the	
woodlot.	Currently	Jean-Yves	has	nursery	beds	at	
his	home	garden	and	at	his	woodlot.	In	their	first	
spring,	sprouted	acorns	are	spaced	in	these	beds	
about	four	inches	apart.			

	AN	ISLAND	OAK	PLANTATION				
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At	a	160-acre	woodlot	just	outside	Bonshaw,	over	
4,000	oak	trees	germinated	from	PEI	acorns	have	
been	planted	and	are	thriving	in	a	variety	of	woodland	
settings.		

This	extensive	oak	plantation	is	a	personal	project	of	
Dr.	Jean-Yves	DuBois,	a	physician	at	the	Queen	
Elizabeth	Hospital.	A	lifelong	naturalist,	Jean-Yves	has	
created	an	arboretum	containing	several	oak	varieties	
(red,	black,	scarlet,	northern	pin,	pin,	English)	as	well	
as	maples	(black,	sugar,	silver,	sycamore,	Korean,	
red),	pine	(lodgepole,	black,	white,	jack),	spruce	(7	
types	in	all	but	mostly	red),	Birch	(grey,	river,	yellow)	
and	ash	(white,	black,	red).		There	are	also	several	
exotics	including	ginkgo,	chestnut,	black	locust,	
beechnut,	black	walnut	and	tulip	trees.	However,	red	
oak	is	the	species	to	which	he	has	devoted	the	vast	
majority	of	his	time	and	effort.	

While	he	is	well	aware	of	the	commercial	value	of	a	
mature	red	oak,	Jean-Yves’	motivation	is	not	
commercial.		The	plantation	is	literally	a	labour	of	
love:	love	for	trees,	especially	the	red	oak,	and	love	of	
the	intense	exercise	required	to	get	them	established.	
As	he	notes	with	wry	humour,	“I	love	to	dig	holes”.	
The	hole	digging	appears	to	be	paying	off.	The	oldest	
oaks	planted	14	years	ago	are	now	well	on	the	way	to	
maturity,	standing	25	feet	high,	10	inches	at	the	base.	

Editor’s	Note:	Doug	Millington	(at	right)	is	a	retired	teacher	(band)	and	
broadcast	journalist	(Saskatchewan	CBC)	living	in	Charlottetown.	He	owns	
two	Island	woodlots,	one	of	which	he	is	attempting	to	transition	to	Acadian	
species	including,	of	course,	the	mighty	oak.	He	looks	forward	to	applying	
some	of	the	techniques	described	in	this	article.	
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Seedling	Development	
After	1	year,	most	of	the	seedlings	are	again	moved	to	
a	different	area	of	the	nursery	bed	and	given	more	
room	to	grow.		As	well,	about	10-20%	of	the	seedlings	
are	moved	into	small	pots	filled	with	peat	moss.		The	
potted	seedlings	will	be	transplanted	into	successively	
larger	pots	for	3	years	then	planted	out	to	a	
permanent	woodlot	home.		Raising	trees	in	pots	is	
more	labour	intensive	than	doing	so	in	nursery	beds.		
They	must	be	annually	transplanted	into	larger	
containers.	The	pots	must	also	be	fertilized	(20-20-20)	
twice	a	year	and	watered	regularly.		In	spite	of	the	
extra	work,	Jean-Yves	finds	potted	trees	useful	in	hard	
to	access	areas	of	his	woodlot	because	the	hole	
needed	to	accommodate	them	is	much	smaller	than	
the	hole	needed	for	bare-root	transplants	from	
nursery	beds.	He	is	also	able	to	extend	his	planting	
season	by	planting	bare-root	trees	in	the	spring	and	
potted	trees	in	the	fall.		Jean-Yves	also	likes	to	use	his	
potted	trees	for	gifts.	

As	noted	above,	most	of	the	2nd	year	oaks	are	kept	in	
nursery	beds	but	moved	to	an	area	where	they	can	be	
spaced	about	two	feet	apart.	These	beds,	cultivated	
two	feet	deep	and	enriched	with	peat	moss	and	sheep	
manure,	will	nurture	the	oaks	for	3	years	until	they	are	
finally	planted	out	in	the	woodlot.	The	extra	spacing	
gives	the	saplings	room	to	grow,	but	also	encourages	
them	to	grow	high	while	restricting	the	lateral	growth	
of	their	root	systems.		

4th	Year	Planting	
Whether	from	pots	or	garden	beds,	all	Jean-Yves’	oaks	
are	nurtured	for	4	complete	growing	seasons	before	
final	transplantation:	1	year	spaced	at	four	inches	and	
3	years	spaced	at	two	feet	or	in	separate	pots.			
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After	this	time	they	are	moved	to	prepared	areas	of	
the	woodlot.	Potted	oaks	are	planted	in	September	
of	their	4th	year,	preferably	after	a	heavy	rain.	
Nursery	bed	oaks	are	planted	early	in	the	following	
spring.	

Transplanting	bare-root	oaks	from	nursery	beds	
presents	special	challenges.	Great	care	must	be	
taken	with	the	taproot,	which	by	this	time	may	be	
over	2	feet	long.	Jean-Yves	digs	a	trench	2	feet	deep	
along	one	side	of	the	nursery	bed	and	very	close	to	
the	first	row	of	trees	to	be	removed.	He	then	digs	
down	on	the	opposite	side	of	the	trees	and,	using	a	
long-bladed	shovel,	applies	lateral	pressure	on	the	
tree	roots,	shifting	them	into	the	pre-dug	trench.	
Each	row	of	removed	saplings	becomes	a	new	
trench	for	the	next	row.		Jean-Yves	places	the	
saplings	and	mostly-intact	root	systems	in	a	moist	
environment	(wet	burlap,	mulch-filled	pail,	etc.)	
while	transporting	them	to	their	new	woodland	
home.		In	that	home,	whether	for	a	potted	or	a	
bare-root	sapling,	a	hole	for	each	must	be	dug	
which	is	deep	enough	to	accommodate	the	deepest	
root.		These	are	the	holes	which	Jean-Yves,	with	a	
wry	smile,	claims	that	he	“loves	to	dig”…	all	four	
thousand	of	them!		Jean-Yves	is	shown	below:	
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Even	after	four	years	of	nourishment	and	care,	there	
is	still	the	danger	that	Jean-Yves’	intensive	system	
could	be	providing	nothing	more	than	a	meal	delivery	
service	for	rabbits	and	mice.	To	protect	against	both,	
Jean-Yves	devotes	considerable	time	and	effort	in	
preparing	his	woodland	planting	area.	He	clears	away	
as	much	brush	as	possible	to	eliminate	tree	predator	
habitat,	especially	that	of	rabbits.	He	also	takes	care	
to	remove	branches	from	neighbouring	trees	to	a	
height	of	about	7	feet,	ensuring	that	rabbit/mice	
predators	have	a	clear	view	of	the	area.	Finally,	a	
plastic	spiral	is	placed	around	each	tree,	the	taller	the	
better.	As	the	years	pass	the	spirals	are	loosened	as	
needed	to	avoid	choking	the	growing	tree	trunk.	

With	great	effort	and	some	expense,	Jean-Yves	
DuBois	has	developed	a	successful	system	for	

propagating	red	oak	on	PEI.		Since	he	plants	out	
up	to	500	trees	in	a	year,	his	scale	of	activity	is	
clearly	not	for	everyone.		Even	on	a	smaller	scale,	
soil	preparation	and	woodland	hole	digging	can	
involve	considerable	effort.		There	are	also	
expenses	for	peat	moss,	manure,	mulch,	fertilizer	
and	tree	spirals.		However,	he	is	hopeful	that	his	
procedure	can	be	of	use	to	others	who	want	to	
have	PEI’s	majestic	provincial	tree	flourishing	on	
their	property.		

For	those	interested	in	further	information,	or	
perhaps	in	taking	a	stroll	through	his	woodlot,	
Jean-Yves	can	be	reached	at	jydubois@ihis.org.		

--Doug	Millington	
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		AN	ISLAND	OAK	PLANTATION:	From	Acorn	to	Woodlot	(cont’d)	

Report	from	the		
Canadian	Federation	of	Woodlot	Owners	(CFWO)		by	John	J.	Rowe	

The	proposed	new	organization	will	consist	of	
two	chambers,	one	for	representatives	of	
provincial	woodlot	owner	associations	(small	
woodlot	owners)	and	the	other	for	
representatives	of	large	corporate	forest	
owners.		

Both	existing	organizations	currently	deal	with	
environmental	regulations,	federal	investments	
in	the	forestry	management	sector,	taxation	
adapted	to	wood	production	and	trade	
agreements	with	the	US,	among	other	issues.			

It	is	believed	the	merger	will	bring	a	new	
momentum	and	vitality	to	federal	lobbying	
while	still	addressing	the	unique	perspectives	of	
each	partner.	CFWO	managers	are	
recommending	that	this	merger	proposal	be	
approved	when	the	two	existing	Boards	vote	on	
it	in	late	July.																																																							
	 	 	 								---John	J.	Rowe	

CFWO	(Canadian	Federation	of	Woodlot	Owners)	is	
made	up	of	woodlot	owner	associations	in	eight	

provinces.	As	the	
representative	of	PEIWOA	
on	the	CFWO	Board,	I	join	a	
monthly	conference	call	to	
deal	with	topics	that	are	
common	to	all	jurisdictions.	
Our	main	focus	is	to	lobby	
the	Federal	Government	to	
develop	programs	that	will	
supplement	provincial	
programs	already	in	place	

to	stimulate	the	industry	and	ensure	it	is	sustainable	
for	many	decades	to	come.			

In	June	CFWO	and	CAFO	(Canadian	Association	of	
Forest	Owners)	reached	an	agreement-in-principle	on	
merging	into	a	new	organization	after	months	of	
active	negotiations.	
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At	34,	Matt	McIver	
volunteers	not	only	on	
the	Board	of	PEIWOA	
but	also	the	Cornwall	
and	Area	Watershed	
Group,	and	a	Wetland	
Committee.	He	is	
passionate	about	
“doing	the	right	thing”	
for	wildlife	in	woods	
and	watersheds	while	

providing	a	decent	living	for	his	young	and	growing	
family.	As	a	forest	contractor	with	a	specialty	in	
wildlife	management,	Matt	demonstrates	that	a	
satisfying	career	can	be	had	working	in	woodlands,	
even	under	current	conditions	with	poor	markets.	
We	caught	up	with	this	very	busy	guy	earlier	in	the	
week	and	here	are	the	results	of	our	interview.					

Q.	What	led	you	to	becoming	a	forester?		

A.		My	earliest	memories	of	the	forest	date	back	to	
hiking	in	Fundy	Park	with	my	father,	and	going	back	
to	the	woods	in	winter	with	my	family	for	the	perfect	
Christmas	tree	when	all	of	us	would	be	piled	on	the	
old	farm	tractor.	While	working	in	Alberta	I	was	
always	seeing	displaced	wildlife	around	the	tar	
ponds.	I	left	there	seeking	to	obtain	an	education	
about	wildlife	and	to	become	a	conservation	officer.		

That	plan	was	revised	once	I	realized	I	would	need	to	
take	a	hands-on	approach	in	order	to	leave	a	better	
footprint	behind.	Since	I	felt	I	could	not	make	any	
changes	to	wildlife	management	as	a	conservation	
officer,	I	became	a	Wildlife	Forester/Land	Manager.		

I	attended	Holland	College	to	take	the	Conservation	
Wildlife	Technology	Program.	I	continued	to	teach	
myself	and	read	books	on	conservation	day	by	day,	
while	creating	opportunities	for	myself	to	practice	
and	apply	what	I	was	learning.		I	was	also	very	lucky	
in	that	I	had	worked	under	some	great	biologists	and	
foresters	that	openly	shared	knowledge	and	
encouraged	discussion	on	a	variety	of	topics.			

Q.	Describe	a	typical	day	as	a	Wildlife	Forester.	

A.		Every	day	in	the	woods	is	different.	The	only	
thing	that	stays	the	same	is	the	early	mornings,	
the	hard	work	and	that	Balsam	Fir	sap	that	always	
ends	up	in	my	beard.	Clearing	destruction	left	by	
hurricane	Dorian	is	challenging	and	dangerous.	As	
with	any	job	around	equipment	you	need	to	have	
a	good	understanding	and	situational	awareness.			

I	recently	helped	a	wildlife	group	band	an	Eagle.	It	
was	an	invigorating	experience,	not	for	the	faint	
of	heart.	I	had	to	climb	up	a	large	White	Pine,	and	
over	the	top	and	into	the	Eagle’s	nest.		The	chicks	
are	usually	hissing	and	flapping	their	wings	and	
you	become	overwhelmed	by	the	smell	of	
carrion.	Banding	an	Eaglet	has	its	challenges,	but	I	
find	it	rewarding	because	it	provides	education	
about	habitat	conservation	since	the	bands	we	
put	on	help	us	maintain	information	about	the	
species.	

Q.	Not	all	foresters	work	in	riparian	zones	or	
with	wildlife.	How	would	you	explain	to	woodlot	
owners	what	you	do?	

A.		As	a	Wildlife	Forester	I	help	land	owners	find	
values	that	perhaps	they	never	knew	existed	
within	their	woodlots.	Some	people	want	to	
manage	their	properties	for	consumptive	uses	
like	wood	harvest,	others	may	want	to	enhance	
Ruffed	Grouse	populations	for	hunting.		More	
and	more	I	get	calls	about	non-consumptive	
management	such	as	nature	trails	or	general	
woodlot	health	and	maintenance.	More	and	
more	people	are	using	the	“back	40”	to	relax	and	
reconnect.	My	experience	and	training	give	me	
the	confidence	and	skills	to	manage	any	of	these	
projects.	

	

Matt	McIver	can	be	reached	at	
mciverpei@gmail.com								902-393-0037	

ON	BEING	A	WILDLIFE	FORESTER:	An	Interview	with	Matt	McIver	
by	Kathy	Stuart	
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2020	Membership	Rates:		

One-year	PEIWOA	membership,	ending	March	31,	2021		……		$		25.00	

Two-year	membership,	ending	March	31,	2022			…………………						40.00	

50%	discounted	rate	for	members	of	PEIFA	or	NFU,	
																			ending	March	31,	2022		…………..…….				20.00				

If	you	wish	to	join	as	a	new	member,	or	simply	to	renew	if	your	current	membership	has	
expired,	please	do	so	now	by	Interac	e-transfer	to	peiwoodlotowners@gmail.com		

Be	sure	to	include	your	current	mailing	address,	the	County	where	your	woodlot	
is	located,	your	e-mail	address	and	your	phone	number	so	you	don’t	miss	out	on	
any	of	our	communications.		Or	contact	us	for	an	application	form	(same	info).	

If	you	prefer,	mail	your	cheque	and	above	information	to:	 PEI	Woodlot	Owners	Association	
																																					 	 	 	 	 	 81	Prince	Street	
																																					 	 	 	 	 	 Charlottetown	PE			C1A	4R3	

The	PEI	Woodlot	Owners	Association,	through	its	Board	of	Directors,	represents	your	interests	
and	seeks	resources	for	you	to	manage	your	woodlot	sustainably.	PEIWOA’s	goals	are	aligned	
with	education,	sustainability	and	promotion	of	locally	produced,	value-added	forest	products	
and	services.		

Your	continued	support	as	a	member	of	the	Association	and	patron	of	PEI	businesses	and	
services	will	enable	PEIWOA	to	grow	and	move	forward.		

Membership	Application	

If	you	own	woodland	on	PEI,	the	Province’s	Forest	Enhancement	Program	(FEP)	can	provide	
you	with	forestry-related	advice	and	financial	assistance.	The	program	has	helped	thousands	of	
Island	woodlot	owners	manage	their	woodlands	for	recreation,	forest	products,	wildlife	
habitat,	forest	restoration	and	health,	and	many	other	reasons	and	values.			

For	more	information:		https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-
water-and-climate-change/forest-enhancement-program-fep-forestry-services	

Recently	announced,	the	Carbon	Capture	Tree	Planting	Program		covers	all	planting	costs,	as	
well	as	a	one-time	Alternate	Land	Uses	Service	(ALUS)	payment	for	the	planted	area.	Applies	
to	abandoned	fields	and	other	marginal	lands.		For	more	information:	

https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/service/carbon-capture-tree-planting-program	


