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Hi to all our members of the PEI Woodlot Owner's Association. 😊

I hope that you all had a great summer and are grateful that we 
didn't have any major forest fires, giving us another year that nature 
can do its work to rot out those trees on the ground from hurricane 
Fiona. After this winter there will be a lot less dry combustible fuel in 
our forests for next year's spring and summer season.

A big welcome by the board of directors to our newest team member, 
Madeline Shaw. Madeline has been hired as our new part time 
employee, and we look forward to having her on our team.
We also want to give a special thanks to Sarah Jay who did a lot of 
work for us. Sarah has moved on to new employment. We wish her 
all the best.

We have teamed up with various organizations over the last few years to organize different walks, 
projects and seminars. This reduces our costs and time we would need to invest if we tried to do 
all these events by ourselves. If anyone has an inclination to maybe volunteer on an event, please 
let us know and we will put you on our event's list. We will send you emails when we start to plan 
events, you can look at those emails and if a particular event interests you, you can then send us 
an email. If it doesn't sound interesting you don't need to do anything. 

We will have a table at the Up West Forest Fest at Bloomfield Provincial Park with lots of walks 
planned and a BBQ and chainsaw safety and sharpening sessions on Saturday, Sept 19th. We 
will also have a table at the Festival of Forests at MacPhail Woods in Vernon Bridge on Saturday 
Sept. 26. We try to get involved in activities in all counties, since we have members from all across 
the Island.

Those 2 Saturdays are great outdoor activities to bring your children and grandchildren for some 
fresh air, fun, BBQ, and great exercise. The best part is it's free, no need to spend a lot of money 
to bring them to amusement parks. {Of course, nothing bad about amusement parks. They are  
great entertainment 😊}

Sept 21st to Sept 26th is National Forest Week. To mark the occasion we are holding a photo 
contest! Details are posted on our Facebook page.

If you have any ideas for things we could do for the National Forestry Week, or at any other time 
please let us know of your ideas. Also, if you have any ideas on what we can write about on our 
newsletter please send us an email. Or if you would like to write an article on issues, again, please 
send us an email. If you are like me and feel that your writing skills are not up to par, we have a 
few of our directors who would be happy to help out with editing.

Cheers 

Marcel Arsenault
Chair.
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																																														Chair’s	Message

Marcel	Arsenault

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100047610470670
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100047610470670


								

PEIWOA summer activities were temporarily suspended while the 
board engaged in the process of searching for a new administrative 
assistant, a marathon involving the adjudication of over 75 applicants 
before settling on Madeline Shaw, web designer, private research 
consultant and board secretary of the Glenaladale Heritage Trust.  

Also occupying board members’ time was the final collection of 
specimens from the federally funded spruce bark beetle study which 
has been underway on PEI since the spring. The study, under the 
direction of Dr. Deepa Pureswaran of the Atlantic Forestry Centre 
(AFC) in New Brunswick, entailed the positioning and baiting of two 

lines of beetle traps in a woodlot owned by PEIWOA board member Trudy White.  AFC Forest 
Officer Cory Hughes enlisted the help of Trudy and other PEIWOA board members in periodically 
emptying and resetting the traps. A report on the final trap-emptying can be found in the following 
pages.

PEI’s forestry was included on an international tour of Japan, Canada and the U.S. being taken 
by half a dozen government and industry officials from South Australia. After meeting with 
government officials in Charlottetown, our antipodean visitors were chauffeured by PEIWOA 
board members and others to the east end of the island for a woodlot tour and barbecue at the 
home of Sid Watts, former PEIWOA ‘Woodlot Owner Of The Year”. Read on for more details on 
this visit from the other side of the world.

PEIWOA board member Jane Volesky has had the good fortune of being the subject of two 
forestry research projects being carried out on her Kings County woodlot. One project involved a 
bird survey which revealed a startling array of previously unobserved bird species. The second 
project examines how disturbance and time shape forest biodiversity across the forested 
landscape of Prince Edward Island. The leaders of that project are still seeking additional forest 
sites on private land to be included in their studies. 
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																																										Welcome,	Madeline	Shaw!

As the new Administrative Assistant with the PEI Woodlot Owners 
Association, I am thrilled to serve the PEIWOA members and support the 
work of the PEI forestry sector. I grew up in Stratford, now living ten 
minutes down the road in Mount Albion with my fiancé and our two cats. I 
studied at Memorial University of Newfoundland and received a MA in 
Public History from the University of Western Ontario. 

I am thrilled to be on the Island, pursuing a career in the non-profit sector 
and managing a small historical consulting business in my free time. I 
love textile crafts and used to work for an American true-crime podcast. I 
enjoy hiking and exploring Island trails. I am a descendant of the Shaw’s 
of Uigg which means that the MacPhail Woods and trail system has 
always been a special place for our family. I look forward to meeting and 
working to serve the PEIWOA membership. 

Doug	Millington

Madeline	Shaw



						 		

As described previously in Woodland PEI, Atlantic 
Forestry Centre Research Scientist Dr. Deepa 
Pureswaran has organized a study examining the 
recent outbreak of spruce bark beetles afflicting PEI 
and other regions of the maritimes.  According to Dr. 
Pureswaran, the study aims “to identify the 
pheromone production profile in PEI and test the 
attractiveness of different lures compared to other 
locations in the Maritimes.” In order to assist in this 
venture, PEIWOA board members have been joining 
in the task of emptying and cataloguing the contents 
of specially designed traps deployed on PEIWOA 
board member Trudy White’s woodlot near Murray 
River. 

The third and final round of trap collection for 2026 
took place August 13th, a cool and somewhat damp 
day, which was a welcome relief from the two 
blazingly hot previous collection days held in June 
and July. 

Insects were collected from a total of 40 traps 
arranged along two woodland trails, each trap 
consisting of a series of interlinked funnels with the 
bottom-most funnel emptying into a container of 
soapy, salted water, quickly dispatching any incoming 
beetles or other insects. Attached to each trap was 
one of the four pheromone varieties used in the study 
and ultimately, it is hoped, identifying the pheromone 
most attractive to PEI Spruce Bark Beetles. The 
insects trapped in the study have been sent to the 
Atlantic Forestry Centre in Fredericton NB where they 
will be identified, counted & recorded by Canadian 
Forest Service technicians.

Depending on this summer’s results, more 
experiments may be conducted in 2027.

Spruce Bark Beetle Study: Part Two - Doug Millington

Dead	spruce,	a	common	sight	on	
PEI	in	the	summer	of	2026

Trudy	White	with	120	bags	of	insects,	from	3	
collecEons	of	40	traps.		Trudy’s	dog,	Luna,		
offers	an	iniEal	assessment	of	the	samples.	
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Joining Trudy White on the final round of trap 
collection was AFC Forest Officer Cory 
Hughes who had laid out the trap lines and 
trained PEIWOA board members in the insect 
collection procedure. While trends from the 
study results will eventually be revealed in Dr. 
Pureswaran’s final report, Cory Hughes says 
he is willing to bet there will also be some 
unexpected results from the identification of 
the trapped insects; the presence of species 
previously unrecorded on PEI.

In 2022 Cory Hughes took part in a study of 
PEI coleoptera (beetles and weevils) with 2 
other Natural Resources Canada scientists, 
Reginald Webster and Jon Sweeney. In the 
abstract of that study’s report Sweeney notes 
that PEI has fewer than half the number of 
recorded beetle species as New Brunswick 
and Nova Scotia. Accordingly, it was predicted 

that a deployment of pheromone-baited insect 
traps, mostly the type of funnel traps used in 
this summer’s PEI study, would yield many 

previously undetected species. The prediction proved to be correct. When the trap contents were 
tabulated, 295 species of coleoptera were identified that had never before been recorded on PEI. 
One of that number had never before been recorded in North America. Amazingly, over half the 
species collected in the study were new to PEI. 

We’ll need to await the results of the first year of the current bark beetle study, but it is possible 
that previously unrecorded PEI insect species will be identified in the tally of insects from Dr. 
Pureswaran’s 2026 study.

The	boKom	cup	of	a	trap	from	Dr.	Pureswaran’s	study,	
earlier	in	the	summer,	showing	the	wide	variety	of	insects	

collected	in	the	traps.	

   Forest Ownership and Research Projects - Jane Volesky

As a relatively new forest owner, I was fortunate to have my forest property included in two 
research projects. The first project was a bird survey conducted by the Belfast Area Watershed 
Group (BAWG) with a focus on at-risk forest bird species. 

In the early morning of June 17, 2025, three members of BAWG arrived at my woodlot. At the 
time, my knowledge of birds was limited: I could identify only the assertive Blue Jay, our provincial 
bird, and the companionable, curious Chickadee by sight and sound. To my surprise and delight, 
the forest was alive with birdsong—probably because, as someone who is not a morning person, I 
am rarely up with the birds. The morning was spent distinguishing and recording the many bird 
songs and calls heard at three locations across my woodlot. 

The report that I received from BAWG was a wonderful surprise. It identified 12 bird species, 
outlined their nesting habits and preferred forest habitat that were observed on my forest property. 

What I found especially interesting was the Forest Habitat Assessment section. Here the report 
explored the various developmental stages of my woodlot. My woodlot is a mix of regenerating, 
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young and mature trees. But each stage provides a habitat that attracts di︎fferent animals. 
For instance, I learnt that Ruff︎ed Grouse prefer regenerating stands. In spring when I walk on parts 
of the woodlot I accidentally flush them out and I see their unique tracks in the winter – one claw 
directly in front of the other. 

Another section which I found particularly interesting was the interior forest section. Interior forest 
in the report was defined as 120 metres from any edge. My forest property luckily is surrounded by 
other forest properties so two thirds is approximately interior forest. From the report I learnt this is 
an attractive habitat for the Barred Owl who I have heard at night, but I have never seen yet! 

What was of most interest to me was the identification on the forest property of potential breeding 
habitats for three federally listed species at risk. The three species at risk were the Canada 
Warbler, the Eastern Wood-pewee and Northern Myotis. In the winter months ahead a couple of 
bat houses are going to be constructed and installed in Spring 2027 in the identified potential 
breeding habitats. 

I am grateful to BAWG for providing this report and to the Forested Landscape Priority Place for 
Species at Risk initiative, which funded BAWG's bird surveys and Forest Habitat Assessment 
reports for 31 forest properties. The report has deepened my understanding of the history and 
stewardship of my forest property in Lot 62. 

The second research project involving my forest property is still seeking private forest owners. A 
description of the project by project members and contact information for interested participants 
follows.

                                                   Forest Diversity Surveys 

(Annalena Mauz, Daniel McRae*, Parker Sullivan, Donovan McNeely, Emma Ladouceur* 
Department of Biology, School of Climate Change Adaptation, University of Prince Edward Island) 
*Contact: erladouceur@upei.ca, dmcrae@upei.ca 

Due to a history of extensive agriculture, logging, land-use change, and storms, woodlots on 
Prince Edward Island vary widely in disturbance history and age. Our research at the Conservation 
Ecology Lab at the University of Prince Edward Island aims to better understand how disturbance 
and time a ︎ffect forest biodiversity across di︎fferent forest types and states. During the summer and 
fall of 2025, we began a standardized forest survey of upland forests across PEI. This year, we 
extended our work to coastal, wet, and riparian forests to glean further insights into Wabanaki 
Acadian Forest subtypes. 

We have broadly categorized our woodlot sites into three forest states (unplowed, regenerating, 
and replanted) and noted where sites have been impacted by post-tropical storm Fiona. We 
examined our sites across forest layers, including the canopy, sub-canopy, understory, and 
seedlings, enabling us to assess various aspects of forest health, diversity and stewardship. Our 
work aims to understand how best to steward PEI’s woodlands by mimicking natural patterns of 
forest resiliency, biodiversity, and change. 

We are actively seeking additional suitable forest sites on private land to include in our surveys. 
While our crew is small and we cannot promise to visit every property, we invite interested woodlot 
owners to reach out. For more information or to express interest, please reach out. This work is 
supported by the Forested Landscapes Priority Places Initiative (FLPP), Government of Prince 
Edward Island, Forest, Fish and Wildlife Division, the Macphail Woods Ecological Forestry Project, 
and the PEI Wildlife Conservation Fund. We plan to o︎ffer public presentations on our results as 
things progress. 

mailto:dmcrae@upei.ca
mailto:dmcrae@upei.ca


          Hosting South Australian Forestry - D. M.

In late June, PEIWOA Chairman Marcel Arsenault received a surprising email which set in motion 
over 6 weeks of planning by PEIWOA board members in anticipation of a visit from politicians and 
Forestry officials from the state of South Australia.  

The email was from Nathan Paine, Chief Executive of ForestrySA, the South Australian 
Government's forestry corporation, who was in the process of organizing an international tour for 
his state’s Forestry Minister, Clare Scrivens, and several other delegates. Stops were planned for 
Japan, the U.S. and Canada, and Mr. Paine was inquiring if a July 9 meeting between the 
Australian delegation and PEIWOA could be arranged. A meeting with PEI’s Kate MacQuarrie 
(Director, Forests, Fish and Wildlife) and a tour of the J. Frank Gaudet Nursery tree was already 
on the group’s agenda.  

Marcel immediately answered in the 
affirmative, but by the very next day the 
initially planned schedule had been 
scuppered by South Australia’s first-ever 
case of bird flu. Clare Scriven’s ministerial 
portfolio which, as well as Forest Industries,  
included such primary interests as poultry 
farming, required that plans for the visit be 
delayed by several weeks as her 
government adjusted to the presence of the 
potentially destructive bird flu pathogen. 

On August 6, after making previous stops in 
Japan, Vancouver and Castlegar BC, the 
South Australian delegation of government 
and industry leaders finally arrived on PEI. 
The party included;
-Hon. Clare Scriven MLC, Minister for 
Primary Industries and Regional
Development and Minister for Forest 
Industries
-Lucas Jones, Chief of Staff to the Minister 
-Prof Mehdi Doroudi PSM, Chief Executive, 
Department of Primary
Industries and Regions (PIRSA)
- Nathan Paine, Chief Executive of 
ForestrySA, the South Australian        
Government's forestry corporation
-Jessica Douglas, Chair, South Australian 
Forest Products Association

The following day, after a mid-morning 
  meeting with PEI’s multi-departmental    
  Minister Ernie Hudson, the South Australians 

  were  chauffeured to eastern PEI by various 
 PEIWOA board members and Jon Schurman to 
 the 40-ha (100 acre) woodlot of Sid Watts. 

Hon.	Clare	Scriven	(le0),	South	Australian	Minister	
for	Forest	Industries,	with	PEIWOA	woodlot	owner	

Sid	WaBs
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As an Island example of effective woodlot management, there wouldn’t be a better showcase for 
the South Australians to visit than the Heatherdale Road property developed by Sid Watts. 

Sid is a retired, former Department of Forestry employee and a former winner of the PEIWOA 
Woodlot Owner Of The Year (WOOTY) award. 

Sid’s woodlot features 2.5 ha of Christmas tree plantation, 5 ha managed blueberries, and a rich 
mixture of natural, mostly hardwood stands plus small blocks of softwood plantations. As well, over 
the years Sid has developed a thriving business producing a line of elegant wooden pens, milled 
from the tree varieties growing on site and marketed as far away as Japan. 

Joining the South Australians for a barbecue and woodlot tour were;
- Jon Schurman, Forester and developer of the new forestry management app “Forestate”.
- JP Arsenault, Chair and Jessie Argent board member of the Sustainable Forestry Alliance 

(SFA).
- Mike Montigny, representing the PEI Forestry Department. 
- PEIWOA Directors Marcel Arsenault, Rob Crawford, Trudy White, Jane Volesky and Wanson 

Hemphill.. 

In addition to the tasty barbecue, the afternoon agenda included;
-   A general overview of the PEI Woodlot Owners Association.
- Information on the uptake of PEI’s Forest Enhancement Program
- A talk on the Forestate app by app developer Jon Schurman
- A walking tour of Sid’s property, hosted by Sid

During the woodlot walk the visitors were shown Sid’s blueberry fields as well as some of the 
planting, pruning and thinning done through the FEP program. At the conclusion of the woodwalk, 
everyone was treated to ice cream and strawberries. Gifts of Australian wine, pins and a miniature 
Radiata Pine pallet were presented by the Australians and Sid Watts gave each Australian a 
beautiful wood pen.
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PEIWOA	Membership	Application	

2026	Membership	Rates:		
One-year	PEIWOA	membership,	ending	March	31,	2027		……		$		25.00	

Two-year	membership,	ending	March	31,	2028			…………………						40.00	

50%	discounted	rate	for	members	of	PEIFA	or	NFU,	
																			ending	March	31,	2028		…………..…….				20.00				

If	you	wish	to	join	as	a	new	member,	or	simply	to	renew	if	your	current	membership	has	
expired,	please	do	so	now	by	Interac	e-transfer	to	peiwoodlotowners@gmail.com		

Be	sure	to	include	your	current	mailing	address,	the	County	where	your	
woodlot	is	located,	your	e-mail	address	and	your	phone	number	so	you	don’t	
miss	out	on	any	of	our	communica<ons.		Or	contact	us	for	an	applica<on	form	
(same	info).	

If	you	prefer,	mail	your	cheque	and	above	informaZon	to:	 PEI	Woodlot	Owners	Associa<on	

PEIWOA.CA

Thank you, Sponsors!!
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